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(Reuters) - President Donald Trump’s longtime lawyer and fixer, Michael Cohen, agreed to testify before the U.S. House of Representatives Oversight Committee, the panel’s top Democrat said on Wednesday. Cohen will testify before the committee on Feb. 7, Elijah Cummings said. Cummings said in a statement that Cohen’s testimony would “shed important light” on the president’s business
dealings and the financial crimes investigation he was involved in as part of the panel’s Russia probe. Cohen, Trump’s former lawyer and fixer, pleaded guilty last year to lying to Congress and other federal crimes that were uncovered while his team worked to build a Trump Tower in Moscow. He is due to begin a 3-1/2 year prison sentence in May. Cohen had sought a lighter sentence by cooperating
with prosecutors in New York, and Trump had declared publicly that he would not let Cohen “go to jail.” After Cohen pleaded guilty, Trump tweeted that the law was “too soft” on his former lawyer, who has also agreed to testify before Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s Russia probe. Cummings said that Cohen’s testimony could lead to Trump being held accountable for “a pattern of unlawful conduct
in a wide range of areas” and that would include possible campaign finance law violations. Cummings has promised to hold hearings with Trump over his actions as president, and the top Democrat on the House Judiciary Committee, Jerrold Nadler, has also promised to pursue Trump’s tax returns, in what would be the first step toward opening an impeachment inquiry.DROP TABLE IF EXISTS t1;
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